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ABSTRACT 
 
Regulation of human behavior with regard to use and sustainable exploitation of natural 
resources, such as soil, is a matter of law; this regulation is articulated by a motivating social 
behavioral legal system, which is organized through positive legal rules that prescribe expected or 
desirable actions for the protection of natural resources, under rewards and sanction regimes. 
Legislation for agriculture land use has had a long evolution from approaches where exclusive 
private law dominated, absolute and perpetual, to approaches that identify the social function of 
agriculture. 
This work, based on provincial, national and international legislation, attempts to identify actions 
available in the current legislation, which articulate the three dimensions of sustainable 
development: economic, environmental and social. 
The study concludes that in Argentina, in what use, conservation and land reclamation respects, it 
is futile to award the lack of actions and results to the absence of legislation. What does not exist  
is the implementation of the national law 22,428 , of provincial laws in force under the framework 
of the Constitution as amended in 1994 and  of the General Environmental Law 25,675 for failures 
in the implementation of  tax, economic and financial incentives. There is also a lack in the 
application of ordered budgetary allocations and a in an appropriate degree of articulation 
between public-public operational-technological actions at different state levels directed to its 
execution. These avoid the dissipation of public resources by overlapping actions in the same 
territory and with the same goal. 
It is urgent to strategically redirect budgetary public resources, installing state emphasis on 
research, transfer and extension of technology appropriated over the use, conservation and 
recovery of soils, by implementing mechanisms of concrete and viable incentives that can be 
adopted by the farmer. 
It is usual to award soil degradation, and their ability to "create value" to the short-termism 
landlord of the agricultural production sector. Doing this it is usually badly omitted that there is a 
responsibility from state for their shortsightedness in the important revenue collection through 
direct and indirect taxes, and through export rights originated from agricultural primary 
production without investing strategically in the implementation of state policy incentives to 
productive, scientific and technological sectors, endurable and unchanged over time periods 
beyond governments, and which arise from the National Constitution amended in 1994, from the 
directives and recommendations of the agreements, conventions and treaties, from law 22,428 
from provincial laws and from the General Environmental Law. 
In countries like Argentina which are inserted internationally with an indisputable agribusiness 
profile, as it is proved in the trade balance and with the participation of Argentine Agrifood 
System (EMS) in the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), it is absurd to proclaim and design public 
policies of sustainable development  and of “added value to agricultural commodities" without 
addressing a natural resource of "creation",  basic and essential as it is the soil; there is no 
production without soil, no industries without soil, no agro, no jobs and no development. Without 
soil, there is no future economic, environmental or social sustainability. 
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